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Getting Involved 

SEPTEMBER
8    	 Oral Histories Workshop
14 & 17 Living Classrooms 
16	 West End Walk and Talk 
19	 Doors Open: Necropolis 
	 Map Launch & Walk 
20	 BME Film: Arranged
21	 GWL 20th Anniversary! 
23	 Hysterical Women & 
	 Graphic Girlz Exhibition
26	 Herstory Scrapbooking 
26	 Wigtown History Walk 
26	 Wigtown Podcast Launch
30	 Hysterical Women & 
	 Graphic Girlz Talk

OCTOBER
1	 Women Leading through
	 Reading Launches
5	 Researching Local 
	 Women’s History
6	 Dreamscapes
6	 Rhyme for a Reason
11	 Twenty Years of Making 	
	 You Think
13	 Visit to Scottish Screen 
	 Archives 
14	 Blue Black Permanent 
10 & 17  Memories of our 
	 Mothers, Future Dreams 
17	 Body Talk 
18	 BME Film: West is West 
27	 She Settles in the Shields 

NOVEMBER
5	 Lesbian Activism on 
	 Screen
8	 Lesbian Avengers 
10	 Book4Book 
17	 Gender Shift: Women Who 
	 Make Men
28	 Scottish Women’s Aid 35th 
	 Anniversary Exhibition 
	 Launch

DECEMBER
1 to 10 Scottish Women’s Aid 
	 35th Anniversary 
	 Exhibition
21	 Short and Sweet 

Welcome to the Glasgow Women’s Library What’s On Guide 
for Autumn & Winter 2011. 
Below you will find a list of our events and activities for Autumn & 
Winter.  Everything is colour coded to make things easier: full details 
of all events are detailed in the different coloured sections of the 
programe. Take a look inside and see what you can be a part of! 

Glasgow Women’s Library, 15 Berkeley Street, Glasgow G3 7BW
Tel: 0141 248 9969  Email: info@womenslibrary.org.uk 

www.womenslibrary.org.uk 
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About Us
Who we are and what we do
Glasgow Women’s Library is no 
ordinary library. It is unique in 
Scotland and a National treasure!  
The Library celebrates the lives 
and achievements of women, and 
champions their contributions to 
Scotland’s culture. 

This vibrant information hub is 
open to all, and is home to

a lending library and archives as 
well as providing an exciting range 
of events, activities and courses.

In this programme you will find 
lots of events and activities that 
represent these different areas of 
the Library’s work. 

All of our events and activities are 
complemented by the materials 
we have in the library and archive 
collections.  

In addition to the events and 
activities we run in the Library 
the Adult Literacy and Numeracy 
project continues to support 
women, one to one, in developing 
their reading, writing and number 
skills. Women who use the service 
come with a wide range of skills 
and confidence, some starting to 
develop their reading skills and 
other hoping to attend further 
education. We also provide 
groupwork and run events detailed 
throughout this programme. 
Contact Dawn or Pauline at the 
Library for more information.

English as a Second or Other 
Language (ESOL) classes take 
place every week in the library in 
partnership with Langside College. 
If you would like more information 
on these contact us and we will 
pass your details on to Celia who 
runs these classes.  

You can join the Library for 
free. Information on joining and 
borrowing can be found in the 
‘Getting Involved’ section of this 
programme along with details of 
volunteering at the library and 
joining our learner forum.   
 
For more  information on any of 
our projects or services please feel 
free to contact the library on  
0141 248 9969 or email us at 
info@womenslibrary.org.uk or visit 
our website at  
www.womenslibrary.org.uk

Why not pop in and see us at 
Glasgow Women’s Library 
15 Berkeley Street,  
Glasgow G3 7BW

You can also find us on Facebook 
and Twitter (@gwlkettle)

Did you know that you 
can help the library 
survive, improve & grow? 

Why not become a Friend of the 
Library by donating £5 a month 
to help us deliver life changing 
programmes, provide a place for 
women’s history and achievements 
to be recorded and keep our doors 
open to all.  As a friend you can 
access all our learning programmes 
for free, are kept up to date with 
news and will be invited to special 
friends gatherings. 

Our Women on the Shelf campaign 
is a chance to help us create a fit-
for-purpose home for the Library’s 
collections, staff, learners and 
visitors. Donate £10 to sponsor 
a book, £100 sponsors a shelf 
and for £1000 you can sponsor a 
section. Each can be dedicated to 
inspiring and memorable women. 

Information about how you can get involved with the 
Library’s activities, join the Library for free, or become 

a volunteer is detailed in the ‘Getting Involved’ pages at 
the back of this programme. 

GWL Big Quiz of the Century



Two Decades of Changing Minds
Marking twenty years of Glasgow Women’s Library

It’s the Library’s twentieth 
anniversary on Wednesday 21 
September 2011 and to mark 
this wonderful milestone we 
are launching a year of events, 
exhibitions and celebrations!

The programme will include 
exhibitions from our unique 
collections, the creation of new 
work by women artists and writers 
and reflections by all who have 
visited, used and volunteered, on 
the achievements of GWL over 
twenty years.

Events and activities to look out for 
taking place from September 2011 
to September 2012 will include: 
The display of 20 portraits of 
library users, an online exhibition 
of 20 images marking significant 
milestones in the Library’s life, 20 
new prints and 20 new pieces of 
writing inspired by items and texts 
from our collection and much 
more.

We will be revamping and 
relaunching our website to 
celebrate this anniversary.  So 
be sure to visit us online after 21 
September at:  
www.womenslibrary.org.uk 

You can also check the website for 
details of what’s on and how to add 
your memories of the Library.

Contact us for more information on 
our planned celebrations.  

Twenty Years of 
Making You Think  

Tuesday 11 October, 
1pm at the library

Part of the Scottish Mental Health 
Arts and Film Festival and to mark 
our anniversary we are holding an 
event for you to come and share 
your stories of the library and hear 
other people’s with a backdrop of 
inspiring materials that chart the 
library’s history. 
 
Details on how to book in the 
‘Getting Involved’ section at the 
back of this booklet or contact us 
for more information on 0141 248 
9969 or info@womenslibrary.org.uk
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“Well done for 
persevering against the 

odds and growing a 
magic transformative 

space for women and all 
those who love and value 
women.” Learner at GWL

Glasgow Women’s Library in 1991



Short and Sweet 

Wednesday 21 
December, 2pm (free) 
Banish the winter blues and join 
us on the shortest day of the year 
for National Short Story Day.  We’ll 
be listening to and chatting about 
some wonderful short stories from 
the Library collection. Bring along 
your favourite short story by a 
woman to share with us and tell us 
why you love it. What better way to 
spend a cold, winter’s afternoon?

My Life in Books 
Tuesday 23 August,  
6pm to 7.30pm (£3/free) 
The second in our series of events 
looking at the role of books in 
women’s lives. Following on from 
our successful crime fiction event, 
this will focus on when books 
come late in women’s lives. There 
will be contributions from well-
known women who discovered the 
joys of reading after education aas 
well as audience discussion.

Book4Book 
Thursday 10 
November, 
5.30pm.  
(£5/free)  
 

Bring a book. Bring yourself. 
Grab a cuppa. Grab a seat. Have 
a listen. Have a chat at GWL’s first 
Book4Book event!

Most literary establishment prizes 
are handed to male writers, leaving 
the lyricism of the female voice 
unheard and unacknowledged. We 
want to celebrate those voices in 
all their individuality and wisdom - 
to showcase female writing across 
its wide spectrum, from emergent 
writers to those who are well 
known.

So bring along your favourite book 
by a female author, have a chat 
with the writers from Linen Press 
and maybe swap your book 4 
someone else’s!

Book tickets through the Linen 
Press website or GWL. Contact us 
for more information or visit the 
Linen Press website:   
www.linenpressbooks.com

Gender Shift: Women 
Who Make Men 
Thursday 17 November,  
6pm to 7.30pm (£3/free)
A conversation on the creation of 
male characters by women between 
Drag King Pioneer Diane Torr and 
acclaimed Scottish writer Zoe 
Strachan.

Diane Torr has been teaching 
women how to dress and pass as 
men on city streets around the world 
for twenty years. Zoe Strachan has 
recently published her third novel 
and has, for the first time, created a 
gay male protagonist. What happens 
when women ‘inhabit’ the bodies 
and psyches of men? What can be 
learnt by undertaking this gender 
shift and how has this work, along 
with the work of other women 
writers and performers playing 
with sex and gender, impacted on 
ideas of gender and masculinity.  

Check out our ‘Festivals, Launches and Screenings’ 
pages for more events on women’s work in poetry, 

film, activism and more!

Women’s Words
Reading, sharing and discovering a world of women’s writing 

Phenomenal Women poetry event at the library

Diane Torr: Sex, Drag and Male Roles



Women Make History
Exploring the hidden histories of Glasgow’s women

Women Make History 
Workshops (£3/free)  
Continuing our popular workhops 
on women’s history with sessions 
on oral histories, violence against 
women and more. (women only)

Oral Histories Part 2 
Thursday 8 September, 
6pm to 7.30pm (£3/free) 
Following on from our successful 
session in June there will be a 
chance to practice recording and 
to have a go at transcription. New 
comers welcome to join us.  

Contact us on 0141 248 9969 or 
email info@womenslibrary.org.uk 
for more information on events. 

Visit to the Scottish 
Screen Archives 
Thursday 13 October, 
2pm to 4pm (£3/free) 
Our popular drop-in Women 
Make History group will be going 
out and about again, this time 
visiting the amazing Scottish 
Screen archives, home of the 
filmed records of Scotland’s social, 
cultural and industrial history 
and the lives of ordinary Scots 
across the generations. This sister 
archive has 32,000 items including 
documentaries, newsreels, 
television and public information 
films and advertising; we’ll have a 
tour and a taste of their films about 
and by women. 

16 Days of Action 
Thursday 1 December, 
6pm to 7.30pm (£3/free) 
The women’s movement has had 
many successes over the decades, 
although often the ongoing 
experiences of discrimination 
can make it feel as though little 
ground has been made. This event 
will highlight the violence against 
women campaign in Glasgow 
and Scotland, and claim it as 

one of the real success stories of 
the movement. Using some of 
the documents from our unique 
collections at GWL we will chart 
the VAW campaign’s growth over 
the past 30 years. We will explore 
its influences in both Government 
and public attitudes towards the 
continuing phenomenon of men’s 
violence against women and 
children, with discussion about 
what the future could hold.

Glasgow in the 
Making: Women’s 
West End Walk & Talk 
Friday 16 September, 
2pm to 4pm (£7.50) 
For Glasgow in the Making we 
are holding our pioneering 
women’s heritage walk revealing a 
hidden history of the West End of 
Glasgow. A unique and inspiring 
insight into the hitherto unsung 
women who made the West End. 
Followed by refreshments and 
discussion at the Albany Learning 
and Conference Centre.

Our West End Women’s Heritage 
podcast walk is also available to 
download for just £3 from our 
website at: womenslibrary.org.uk  
 
 
We are also holding additional 
16 Days & Women Make History 
sessions across Scotland and 
launching our new Necropolis 
Women’s Heritage Map during 
Doors Open Weekend. Check out 
the ‘Scotland Wide’ and ‘Festivals, 
Launches & Screenings’ pages for 
more information.

“I joined the GWL West End walking tour and am now a signed up fan! 
What an inspiring and enlightening evening. Really fascinating. The 
guides were wonderful and made it so interesting and entertaining. 

Have been telling all my friends to go since.”  Participant on walk

Mrs Boone talks at War Brides event
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Festivals, Launches and Screenings
A packed programme of exciting and inspiring events 

The Scottish Mental 
Health Arts and Film 
Festival presents RE:Mind 
GWL links with a weekend of 
free events exploring themes of 
memory, identity and dreams. 
RE:Mind is a melting pot of creative 
organisations and artists pushing 
boundaries and exploring ideas 
through film, theatre and words.

Cinema Feminista: 
Blue Black Permanent 
Friday 14 October (free) 
3.30pm (book through 
the CCA, Sauchiehall St)
A very rare opportunity to see 
Margaret Tait’s debut film, Blue 
Black Permanent. A haunting and 
magical film about a daughter’s 
attempts to come to terms with 
her mother’s mysterious death. 
This is a delicate and poetic work 
of intense emotion. With special 
guests and time for discussion. 

Dreamscapes 

Thursday 6 October	
11am at Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery & Museum (free) 
Part of the Scottish Mental 
Health Arts and Film Festival, this 
workshop provides an opportunity 
to recall any special memories 
or dreams and illustrate them 
by creating a scrapbook page 
using creative paper, gems and 
embellishments.  

This workshop explores how you 
can increase wellbeing by recalling 
cherished memories or dreams 
that bring back positivity and a 
brighter outlook on life.

Body Talk 

Monday 17 October, 
11am to 2pm (free) 
Our Body Talk events use film 
to generate discussion about 
women’s health. This forth event 
will focus on how women’s 
health is affected by poverty, in 
particular fuel poverty. We will be 
showing a film, before having an 
audience discussion and ending 
with a practical workshop and 
information.

Scottish Women’s Aid 35th 
Anniversary Exhibition 
Launches Monday 28 
November, 6pm to 7.30pm 
This exhibition has been organised 
to celebrate the 35th anniversary 
of Scottish Women’s Aid.  Using 
photographs, film and memorabilia 
it will highlight the work 
undertaken to address the issue 
of domestic abuse in Scotland.  
The exhibition will encompass the 
campaigns, legislative and policy 
breakthroughs and developing 
understanding of the issue over the 
lifetime of the organisation.

Launch event is on Monday 28 
November, and the exhibition 
will run until 10 December. Come 
and see it at the library anytime, 
Monday to Friday, 9.30am-4.30pm

She Settles in the 
Shields Publication 
Launch 

Thursday 27 October  
She Settles in the Shields provides 
a unique opportunity to meet the 
women who travelled to Scotland 
from all over the world, in search 
of family, love and security. Told 
in their own words, the women 
reveal a fascinating story of hope, 
isolation, warm welcomes, cold 
weather, racism and the quest for 
acceptance and integration. 

Many of these women have 
made significant contributions 
to the Pollokshields community, 
witnessing major changes along 
the way. 

Time and venue to be confirmed. 
Contact us to go on the guestlist.  
info@womenslibrary.org.uk 



Glasgay! Lesbian 
Activism on Screen: 

Saturday 5 November, 
2pm to 4pm (free) 
In 1997 lesbian activist Jackie 
Forster was featured in the BBC 
series ‘The Day that Changed 
my Life’. This session provides 
a rare opportunity to see this 
documentary, which explores 
how a lesbian love affair in 
1958 changed Jackie’s life. As 
well as founding the UK lesbian 
publication Sappho, Jackie Forster 
also set up the Lesbian Archive in 
London, now based at GWL. There 
will also be a chance to learn more 
about Jackie’s activism and to see 
items from her own collection. A 
free exhibition on Jackie Forster 
will be also on show at the Library 
throughout Glasgay! 

Glasgay! Lesbian 
Avengers Event 
Tuesday 8 November, 
6pm to 7.30pm (£3/free) 
Lesbian Avengers and other unruly 
women: a workshop exploring 
lesbian activism in Glasgow 
Women’s Library’s collections, 

Come along to hear about the 
history of key lesbian campaigns 
including the Glasgow branch 
of the Lesbian Avengers in the 
fight for equality, and if you were 
involved then let us know and 
record your story.

Using the objects from the Lesbian 
Archive as inspiration, there will 
also be an opportunity to make 
your own campaign materials 
– badges, whistles and attitude 
welcome!

Festivals, Launches and Screenings
A packed programme of exciting and inspiring events 

Women Leading 
Through Reading 
Launches October (free)

Would you like to be involved in a 
reading circle with other women in 
your local community?

Would you like to develop your 
reading skills and your leadership 
skills?

This is a new project developed 
in Glasgow Women’s Library to 
support women across Glasgow 
to create reading circles in their 
community. After a four week 
training programme women will 
be supported to identify venues 
for meeting, advertising, support 
in their community and how to 
access books. The reading circles 
will be a fun way to socialize & 
make new friends whilst reading 
and discussing books.  The project 
launches in October 2011, but 
please contact us early to book 
your place.

Launch of the 
Necropolis Women’s 
Heritage Walk Map 

Sunday 19 September, 
1pm to 3pm (free) 
This Doors Open weekend we are 
thrilled to be launching the third in 
our ground-breaking series of free 
Women’s Heritage Walk maps. This 
map charts some of the highlights 
of our Necropolis Women’s 
Heritage Walk and plots the resting 
places and histories of heroines 
lost at sea, ‘City Mothers’ who 
gave their all for Glasgow, witch-
finders, the Queen of The Gypsies 
and other ‘monstrous regiments’ of 
women.

The launch will be marked by a 
guided walk with some of the 
map’s researchers and its editor, 
Heather Middleton. A tour that 
digs the dirt on Victorian society, 
unearths women’s achievements 
and exhumes the history of some 
of the women buried in the 
Glasgow Necropolis. Book through 
the website or contact the library. 

For your copy of the map pick one 
up on your next visit to GWL or 
download it from our website.

Check out our ‘Scotland 
Wide’ pages for more 

GWL and festival activity 
across the country. 

Image taken from the GWL archive, Jackie Forster and Sapho Collection 



BME Women Only 
Film Screenings  
An opportunity to watch BME 
themed films followed by an 
informal discussion.  Popcorn and 
soft drinks will be provided!

Arranged			

Tuesday 20 September         
12.30pm to 2pm 
Based on a true story, this 
charming and original romantic 
comedy focuses on two young 
New York women with a lot more 
in common than first meets the 
eye...Rochel, an orthodox Jew, and 
Nasira a Muslim Women, meet as 
first year teachers at a Brooklyn 
Public school.  Over the course 
of a year they learn to see their 
superficial differences and form 
a unique bond over their shared 
experiences of ups and downs of 
arranged marriage.  

West is West 

Tuesday 18 October 	
12pm to 2pm   
Salford, North of England, 1975. 
The now much diminished, but still 
claustrophobic and dysfunctional, 
Khan family continues to struggle 
for survival. Sajid, the youngest 
Khan, the runt of the litter, is deep 
in pubescent crisis under heavy 
assault both from his father’s 
tyrannical insistence on Pakistani 
tradition, and from the fierce 
bullies in the schoolyard. So, in a 
last, desperate attempt to ‘sort him 
out’, his father decides to pack him 
off to Mrs Khan No. 1 and family in 
the Punjab, the wife and daughters 
he had abandoned 35 years earlier. 
It is not long before Ella Khan (Mrs 
Khan No. 2) with a small entourage 
from Salford, England, swiftly 
follows to sort out the mess, past 
and present. 

Interested in film? Come along 
to our Women Make History 
workshop visiting the Scottish 
Screen Archives (more info in the 
‘Women Make History’ pages) 

Contact us on 0141 248 9969 or 
email info@womenslibrary.org.uk 
for more information on any of our 
events and activities.

 National Poetry Day: 
Rhyme for a Reason 
Thursday 6 October, 
6pm to 7.30pm  
Come along to the library and 
share in poems of all sorts that 
will inspire and excite. Celebrating 
National Poetry Day with women’s 
poetry that lifts the spirits, makes 
us laugh and generally has a 
positive impact on our lives.  Why 
not visit the library beforehand to 
dip into our collection and find a 
gem to share with others.  

Festivals, Launches and Screenings
A packed programme of exciting and inspiring events 

“I can’t say enough how much I’ve enjoyed the 
Cinema Feminista film course. But the most 
important aspect has been the super warm 

positive welcome there is every time from the 
staff.” Participant on Cinema Feminista Course

Image taken from Arranged (Soda Pictures)



Scotland Wide
Bringing GWL learning to a location near you

Wigtown Book 
Festival 
Every year the Wigtown Book 
Festival brings a range of fantastic 
activities to Scotland’s Book Town 
and GWL is a part of it! 

Hysterical Women 
& Graphic Girlz 
Exhibition (free)
Wigtown Library, 23 
September to 2 October 
The commix and graphic novels 
scene was traditionally dominated 
by men, but women began 
seriously challenging this in the 
1970s and we are now seeing more 
and more women authors. This 
collection and exhibition from 
Glasgow Women’s Library includes 
a diverse range of fascinating, 
challenging and very funny graphic 
novels and commix from the 1970s 
to the present day.

Hysterical Women 
& Graphic Girlz: An 
Illustrated Talk (free)
Friday 30 September, 
2pm at Wigtown Library 
To complement our exhibition at 
Wigtown Library, Glasgow-based 
illustrator and zine-maker Heather 
Middleton will give an illustrated 
talk on the history of graphic novels 
and zines by women authors.  

Heather has a great interest in 
interest in the history of girls’ 
comics and her zines include 
Honeypears and Period (an 
“irregular monthly”) and she 
contributes to regular Glasgow 
anthology Team Girl Comic. Her 
work recently featured in the show 
Telling Stories at Glasgow’s Market 
Gallery alongside work by David 
Shrigley, Frank Quitely and other 
artists influenced by comics.

Herstory 
Scrapbooking Session 
Monday 26 September, 
10am to 2pm, venue to 
be confirmed  
Use a fabulous range of creative 
paper, gems and embellishments 
to create a scrapbook page to 
capture special moments in 
your life. You can also create a 
lovely scrapbook page dedicated 
to a woman in your life or in 
Wigtown’s past or present. Follow 
our examples or create your own 
designs and add your own images 
and stories. In this session you will 
create one scrapbook page to take 
home and frame or start your own 
book.

Wigtown Women’s 
Walk Group: Podcast 
Launch 
Monday 26 September 
2pm to 2.30pm at 
ReadingLasses (free) 
The Wigtown women’s history 
walk was launched in March 2010 
and has been in great demand ever 
since.  The group of volunteers 

who created the walk have now 
created a downloadable podcast 
of the walk and this event will 
celebrate its launch.

Wigtown Women’s 
History Walk 

Monday 26 September 
2.30pm to 3.30pm from 
ReadingLasses (free) 
This fantastic guided walk, created 
by local women, charts the history 
and achievements of Wigtown 
women. 

Activities for Young 
Women 

Monday 26 September,  
all day at Kaos Café and 
other venues (free) 
There will be a range of activities 
for young women in the Wigtown 
Book Festival.  Contact Morag at 
GWL for more information.  

Contact us on 0141 248 9969 or 
email info@womenslibrary.org.
uk for information on these and 
all our events and activities. More 
Scotland wide events over the 
page...

Women from Clydebank visit the Glasgow School of Art Degree Show



Scotland Wide
Bringing GWL learning to a location near you

Memories of our 
Mothers, Future 
Dreams (free) 
Monday 10 and Monday 
17 October, 1pm to 3pm 
at Ferguslie Park Library, 
Paisley, Renfrewshire  
Part of the Scottish Mental Health 
Arts and Film Festival, these oral 
history sessions will focus on 
memories and recollections of 
women – whether it is memories 
of your own life and upbringing 
or the memories of a woman 
who has influenced or inspired 
you – mother, grandmother, aunt, 
friend.  This is your chance to 
tell your story. The sessions are 
very informal and no previous 
experience is necessary. Both 
workshops are open to men and 
women and all ages are welcome.
Pre-booking essential

Living Classrooms 

Wednesday 14 
September and Monday 
19 September,  

9.30am to 2pm (free)
A chance for local women to 
take part in creative learning 
in an outdoor environment 
in the Southside of Glasgow. 
Children also welcome. For more 
information contact Syma at the 
Library.

Creative Walking 
Various locations in 
Inverness, September & 
October (free)  
Autumn walks for women and their 
families.  A series of easy walks to 
beautiful locations in and around 
Inverness suitable for all ages. 
Come along and try out our digital 
cameras to capture what you 
find – with fun, creative learning 
activities for all ages. Transport will 
be arranged. (With support from 
Highland Council Ranger Service)

We will also have talks and 
workshop activities on developing 
a women’s heritage walk at the 
Dunoon Cowal Walking Fesitval in 
October 2011, contact us for info. 

Women’s History 
Taster workshops 
Various dates in 
September at Centre 81 
Braes Road, Clydebank, 
These workshops will introduce 
you to women’s history.  Come 
along and find out about women’s 
history in Scotland and Clydebank, 
see some objects from the library 
archive and meet some of the 
learners from the Clydebank 
women’s history group.  
Contact us to confirm dates. 

Become a Women’s 
History Detective 
with Researching 
Women’s History 
Courses in various 
locations*
It doesn’t matter if you’ve never 
done anything like this before, 
these courses are suitable for 
beginners and will show you how 
to research women’s history in 
your local area.  

Centre 81, Clydebank 
1pm to 3pm, 10 weeks 
from Wednesday 5 Oct 
Would you like to find out more 
about women in the Blitz, the 
suffragettes in Clydebank, the 
Singer factory strikers, and women 
who worked in the shipyards?  
Or maybe there is local woman 
from Clydebank’s past you would 
like to know more about. Who 
knows, you might uncover a new 
Clydebank heroine! 

Dumbarton Library,  
10 week course, starting 
October (dates tbc) 
Would you like to find out 
more about women’s history in 
Dumbarton? The suffragettes, 
women in the Blitz, women in the 
Co-operative movement, singers, 
housewives, political campaigners 
- or maybe you know of a local 
women whose history should  be 
remembered. Who knows, you 
might discover a new Dumbarton 
heroine! 

*Supported by ILA Scotland 
learning accounts. If you have 
an ILA account please call us 
with your number to book. If not 
contact Morag for more info.  

GWL group visit to Mugdock Country Park



Getting Involved
How you can take part and contribute
Joining and Booking 
How do I book an event? 
To attend an event or course you 
have to join the Library: this is 
really easy to do and is completely 
FREE! Just complete a form to 
receive your borrowers card and 
we will post this out to you. Forms 
can be completed online, or you 
can call in & see us to fill one out.

Why do I have to join to 
book an event?  
Once you join the library you 
will be given your unique GWL 
number: this number relates 
to your information on our 
confidential system. This means 
you can register your details once 
rather than every time you book on 
to an event and for future bookings 
you just need to give us your GWL 
number. Easy! Even better, having 
your GWL number also means that 
you can borrow books and have 
access to our fabulous collection. 

What are the different 
prices next to events? 
While a lot of our events are free, 
we do ask for a small contribution 
towards some of our learning 
events. Where you see prices listed 
against an event these generally 

fall under 2 categories: Full Price 
for people who feel that they 
can afford to pay a few pounds 
to attend events and want to 
contribute to the library’s work, 

and Subsidised Rates/Free for 
students, people on a low income, 
unemployed or in receipt of 
benefits, we do not ask for proof of 
this, it is done on a trust basis and 
you self-evaluate your situation.  
GWL Friends can access all our 
learning programmes for free. 

All the money we receive helps us 
in providing events and courses, 
and directly supports the work of 
Glasgow Women’s Library.

Why is it important to 
book first? 
It is important for us to know how 
many people to expect at all events 
as this impacts on planning the 
spaces we use and how many staff 
and biscuits and teabags we need! 
It is also important so that we can 
ensure you have all the details you 
need about an event. It is also just 
as important for you to cancel a 
place in advance if you can’t attend 
as we often have waiting lists for 
events: it’s a shame if someone 
misses out on an event they would 
have loved to attend.

Volunteer with GWL 
Volunteers have always played a 
central role in growing the work 
of the library and we are excited to 
now have a dedicated Volunteer 
Co-ordinator working across a 
cluster of 4 organisations of which 
GWL is the lead partner.

Can you help?  

We are looking for volunteers to 
help us with the following tasks:

• Reception 
• Administration duties, in 
particular monitoring the success 
of events and workshops 
• Capturing and digitally storing 
women’s oral histories (interviews, 
video and sound recording) 
• Helping out with workshops, 
projects, and events in Glasgow 
and across Scotland  
• Joining our women’s heritage 
walks tour guiding team  
• Promoting the work of GWL 
using Twitter, blogging and Flickr  
• Helping us to fundraise by selling 
some of our vintage books online  
• Library cataloguing  
• Helping to sort, list and re-house 
our archives 

Volunteering at GWL can help you 
to make a difference and gain new 

skills and experience. You will meet 
new people, access training, and we 
can pay for travel expenses. 

If you are interested in learning new 
skills and sharing your experience 
and expertise with us please get in 
touch.

GWL Learner Forum 
Monday 19 September &  
Monday 14 November  
We welcome everyone who has been 
coming along to learning, events and 
activities at GWL to come along and 
share their views and ideas with other 
Library learners and members of the 
GWL Learning Team.

The Learner Forum is a friendly, 
informal way to meet other learners, 
have a say in what goes into our 
programmes, find out about how to 
get more involved in the life of GWL 
and help us improve our learning, 
services and resources.  We provide 
the refreshments - just bring your 
views and ideas. 
 
 
Contact us on 0141 248 9969 or 
email info@womenslibrary.org.uk  
visit us at 15 Berkeley Street,  
Glasgow G3 7BW. Find us on 
Facebook and Twitter (@gwlkettle)


